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In presenting this third Report upon the sanitary condition 
of the combined District of Oxfordshire, I feel that the 
general observations made in my earlier Reports require but 
little addition. 

My previous remarks on the value of returns of the causes 
of death have been a good deal canvassed, and much fault 
has been found with them ; but my statements for the 
most part remain unrefuted, and do not even require modi- 
fication. A critic iu the Lancet* has attacked them with 
especial vehemence, but the principal count in his indict- 
ment seems to be that I ought not to expose the blunders 
of official persons to the unsyropathising gaze of the public, 
that it is my duty, in fact, to regard edification rather than 
truth. To this I reply that I acknowledge no such duty, but, 
on the other hand, I consider that the public, which pays for 
the registration, has a right to know the exact value of that 
for which it pays. I will mention but a few instances which 
have occurred to me during the past year tending to show 
what this is. 

1. Atrophy of the body (a girl aged i6). 

2. Chronic rheumatism — hepatic (a woman aged 67). 

3. Epilepqy and bronchitis, dropsy 22 months (infant aged 23 
months). 

4. Ulceration of throat one month— -syncope (man aged 33). 

5. Disease of chest 6 months (boy aged 1 3). 

* See Laneei, Dec. 35, 1875. 
B 



6. Phthisis — hepatic. 

7. Congenital distension of bowels 20 years (man aged 20). 
&. Exhaustion — disease of liver and bowels (man aged 65). 

9. Spinal irritation 40 years (woman aged 69). 

10. Whooping-cough one month, enteric fever 10 days (child 
I year old). 

1 1. Psoriasis and disease of bowels (man aged 67). 

12. Porrigo 2 months and anasarca i month (child aged 6 
mouths). 

1 3. Disease of heart, liver, and kidneys 5 years ; delirium 
tremens. 

14. Peritonitis, exhaustion, and lung affection (girl aged 18). 

15. Monomania (woman aged 66). 

1 6. Diarrhoea i month, with symptoms of typhoid i day (woman 
aged 25). 

17. Hypertrophy of stomach (man aged 57). 

18. Bheumatic fever, diphtheria, and tetanus (man aged 30). 

19. Inflammation of bowels and lungs (boy aged 17). 

20. Chronic heart disease 5 years, wet dropsy and congestion of 
lungs 3 days (man aged 70). 

21. Diuresis (man aged 22). 

22. Pityriasis versicolor (child of 3 weeks). 

23. Apoplexy (child aged 7). 

24. Atrophy (married woman aged 25). 

25. Rheumatic affection of knee, typhoid fever and congestion 
of brain (man aged 44). 

26. Diabetes and disease of kidney. 

27. Cancer of breast 2 years, carcimonia i month. 

28. Typhoid fever, typhus i month (girl 14 years old). 

29. Enteritis i day and three hours, sore throat and diarrhoea 
1 6 hours (child of 3 years). 

30. Chronic bronchitis or Bright's disease (woman aged 23). 

31. Diseased heart 10 years, tonsillitis 14 days, exhaustion 
(woman aged 60). 

32. Mental debility and decay of nature (woman aged 64). 

33. Exhaustion and severe cold, threatened apoplexy and con- 
gestion of liver, bronchitis and congestion of lungs, exhaustion 
(man aged 75). 

34. Disease of lungs (woman aged 26). 

35. Subacute inflammation of the organs contained in the epi- 
gastric region (man aged 43). 



36. Supposed to lie diRenee of heart (man aged 65). 

37. Nephritis 10 days, peritonitis 10 days, diphtheria i day 
(woman aged 39). 

38. Disease of brain, spasm of cFsophagus, privation (woman 
aged 69). 

39. Cough and a fit (child aged 4 months). 

40. Debility and a fit (woman aged 59). 

41. Abscess of abdomen (woman aged 32). 

42. Inflammation, convnlsions (child of 8 months). 

43. Pneumonia, fever (man aged 28). 

44. Tubercular diathesis, partial paralysis (man aged 26). 

45. Alcoholism (manned woman, age not stated). 

46. Asthenia (woman aged 64). 

47. Tumour (child i hour old). 

48. Inflammation of lungs 10 days, pneumonia 6 days (child 
aged 18 months). 

49. Inflammation of lungs 14 days, pneumonia 2 da}'8 (child 
aged 6 months). 

50. Ulceration (child of 5 days). 

51. Hemiplegia years, sunstroke i month (woman aged 49). 

52. Pneumonia, enteritis (boy aged 16). 

53. Rheumatism many years, blooil poisoning 4 days (woman 
aged 65). 

This list of curiosities of re^stration might easily be 
considerably increased. Many of the items contained in it are 
remarkable in various ways. Some doubtless are correct records 
of rare and curious cases of disease ; others, such as * supposed 
to bo disease of the heart/ are types of a kind of certificate 
which it is much to be wished were more commonly used ; for 
others, again, it is not easy to account in any manner ; but 
nearly all agree in the one particular of admitting of no 
classification and contributing in their measure to &lsify any 
conclusion of a statistical character drawn from the registra- 
tion in which they and others like them are included. 

Again, I have* been much struck with the frequency with 
which various acknowledged classes run into each other. Of 
this the following is a good instance. In the Union of 
Henley-on-Thames, with a population of 18,200 in 1871, 
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though obBCure disease^ would not generally be held to justify 
him in so doing : he has therefore no choice but t^ give a 
certifieate^ which, though scientifically wrong, is nevertheless 
socially valuable. 

The remarks made in my last Report on the Bubject of the 
verdicts of corouens' inqueats call for a word of explanation in 
this connection, I am indebted to Dr, Ryalls, the able Secretary 
of the Social Science Association, for the information that, 
as the law at present stands, the duty of coroners' inquests 
is in some degree analogous to that which I have just ex- 
pressed my belief is the object of ordinary death certificates, 
i. e. that of diseoveringj not what w^as the real cause of the 
death inriuired into, but whether it was one of a certain 
class of causes, viz. such as involved crime on the part of 
the deceased or of other persona ; other causes, such as acci- 
dental death 3 &c,, being introduced into verdicts primarily 
because they exclude the idea of crime. In other wonls^ that 
the funetiona of a coroner are essentially concerned with 
criminal jurisdiction* Such appears, at any ratCj to be the 
law at the present time, and as long as it is so no valid 
objection can be taken t^ * open verdicta ' as they are called, 
though many of us will no doubt agree that the sooner the 
law is altered in these iKiints the better; but its existence 
in its present form undoubtedly supports the hypothesis 
which I have ventured to suggest as to the primary value of 
certificates of death. Both alike may serve to suggest a 
doubt as to whether we are wise in attempting to put the 
* new wine* of scientific investigation into the ' old bottles^ of 
forms of local government inherited from our ancestors. 

The attempt which has been made in recent times to adapt 
the venerable forms which have served well enough for their 
primary purpose — that of a rough-and-ready safeguard against 
the crime of murder— to form the ground- work of an elaborate 
system of state medicine, is curiously like that which has 
constantly been made to adapt the old stone road-drains of 
our small towns, which served well enough as ebannels for 
rain-water to dry the surface of the roads, to the require- 



ments of modem water-sewage ; and the effort will lead in 
the one ease, as it has been found to do in the other^ either to 
a complete and disastrous failure, or to the necessity for an 
entire remodelling of the apparatus. 

I append this year a complete list of what may be sup- 
posed to be the inquest cases in my district during the year 
1875, in the hope that now that one or two glaring cases of 
miscarriage on the part of coroners' inquests have drawn 
public attention to the question, the large proportion of 
instances in which these investigations discover nothing may 
not pass unnoticed. 
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Longer experience of sanitary work, together with a com- 
parison of its results as eeen in ray own district with those 
reported elsew^iere by other officers holding positions similar 
to my own, have served to confirm me in the view which 
I have alreaxly more than once expressed, viz. that uudu^r the 
existing law our sanitary administration has failed ^ and pro- 
bably always will failj to obtain for the people of this country 
the three primary requirements of healthy existence^ viz, good 
water-supply, good drainage, and w hole some housesj and that 
it has equally failed to put any appreciable cheek upon the 
spread of epidemic disease* 

All these failures are alike in depending primarUy upon 
the imperfect condition of the law, but each hae special 
conditions of its own, which it is necessary should be clearly 
understood, 

(i) With reference to water-supply, I have been publicly 
told that I am wrong in asserting that the powers of rural 
sanitary authorities are insufficient for the purpose of enabling 
them to supply villages and other places with water. Wrong 
it appears that technically and theoretically I am, but there 
can be no doubt nevertlieless that for all practical purposeSj 
and in the great majority of caseSj I am quite right* The 
actual state of the facts is this :— Under the 51st and fol- 
lowing sections of the Public Health Act, a sanitary authority 
' mci^' (and it is no doubt contemplated as a part of its duty so 
to do) ' provide its district with a supply of water, ^ &c* ; and 
under the 175th and following sections it ' ma^^ also acquire 
lands for the purpose of so doing by the somew^hat cumber* 
some process implied in putting in force the Lands Claasea 
Consolidation Acts. I suppose that instances may be on 
record in which all these things have been done, but^ on the 
other hand, I know only too well of many instances in which 
they have mi been done, in which sanitary authorities have 
entirely declined to do them, and in which j though the most 
frightful want of water is yearly experienced and has been 
reported upon time after time, and though every effort has 
been made to induce the sanitary authority to actj and in 
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default the Local Government Board to intervene, the same 
state of things continues^ and, so far as can be foreseen, will 
continue until some radical alteration of the law brings about 
a change. The village of Piddington, referred to in both my 
previous Beports (ist Report, p. 124, and iznd Report, p, 48), is 
a case precisely in point ; and other villages exist in several 
unions in my district where, notwithstanding the notorious 
deficiency of water, no steps are taken to supply it. 

(2) A state of things almost precisely similar is found in 
respect of drainage, only that in regard to this it is to be 
observed that there are inherent difficulties in the subject 
which, as a rule, db not exist in regard to water-supply; that 
is to say — speaking at any rate for my own district — the 
question of supplying a particular village with sufficient and 
wholesome water is seldom anything else than one of money, 
and in most cases of a moderate amotint of money; and it is 
at any rate an expense of which it is easy to see to the end, 
and about the benefit of which there is no room for doubt. 
But in the case of drainage the best mode is generally 
doubtful, and differs in each case ; there is the vexed question 
of * utilization ' in the background, and there is always the 
possibility, not to say the strong probability, of failure at 
last, and of producing more harm than good. Added to all 
this, it must be said that water-supply is the first term and 
drainage the second, and that without water-supply drainage 
in the proper sense of the term there cannot be. 

(3) When we come to consider the condition of the houses 
of the poor and the duty of the sanitary authority to 
improve them, we are met at once with a positive deficiency 
of powers. There is confessedly no power to increase the 
supply of houses, and no control over the sites upon which 
they are built. Until these powers are lodged in some 
authority or other, and such authority is (not enabled, but) 
compelled to use them, there is no visible prospect of any 
general improvement in the houses of the poor. The one 
weapon in the hands of the sanitary authority, the power that 
is to procure the closing of a dwelling which is incurably 
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unwholesomej constitutes, as I have already said in former 
Reportsj a remedy which is worse than the disease — bad as 

the disease may be* 

(4) Finally, in regard to measures for checking the spread 
of epidemic disease, again we find the powers of authorities 
under the existing law to he quite inadequate to the work 
which they are designed to perform » Instances of this have 
been given in my former Reports, and others will he found in 
the following pages. See Witney Kural District, pp. 44-5, 
Bicester Rural District, p. %6^ and ITiame Rural District, p, 38. 

These cases suffice to show that the powers existing under 
the Act are too cumbersome for use in some cases and quite 
inapplicable in others, while in the one special case for which 
really efficient powers e^det, that, viz. of small-pox, these 
powers are, with strange perversity, lodged in the hands of 
a body other than the sanitary- authority, and in many cases 
having a different area of jurisdiction from it. 

I have now I think shown that after three years' trial of 
the Act of 1872^ — ^for that of 1875 was the mere codification 
of previous legislation — it has been found wanting in every 
particular requirement of sanitary legisUtion beyond that of 
the mere removal or abatement of the commonest nuisances, 
and even in this respect its imperfection has been frequently 
demonstrated. 

Any one reading without previous instruction the existing 
law as drawn out in the Public Health Act would ^ I have no 
doubt, be led to the conclusion that its intention was that 
certain constituted local sanitary authorities should provide 
that their respective districts should be properly drained and 
supplied with wholesome water, that the houses within them 
should be rendered wholesome, and the spread of epidemic 
disease, when accidentally introdueedj promptly put a stop 
to; and, further, that when the local sanitary authority 
neglected these tasks or was unable to perform them, that 
the central authority should step in, and directly or in- 
directly make good their deficiency, that so at any rate the 
work should be done. Such beyond a doubt is the idea and 

c % 
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intention of the Act so far as any idea or intention can be 
traced in it, or attributed to it. In practice, however, we 
find that this intention is defeated in every single particular, 
that the local authorities are left in many cases quite with- 
out the required powers, that in other cases the power is 
given in so troublesome, cumbersome, and expensive a form 
that no such body as a local authority could be reasonably 
expected to avail itself of it, except under a compulsion 
which the law has withheld ; and, finally, that the Local 
Government Board — the central authority — instead of avail- 
ing itself of its commanding position, its full opportunities 
of knowledge, and its large powers to strengthen the hands 
of the local authorities, to induce and even — as it might— 
to compel them to carry out the objects for which alone 
they and their officers exist, has in almost every case 
chosen to follow * instead of leading them, to check rather 
than to stimulate them, and to co-operate with them, 
however unintentionally, in bringing about a state of things 
in which all the chief objects of the sanitary law are 
systematically and persistently defeated. 

This and nothing less than this is the state of things at 
which we have arrived — at least in rural districts— at the 
end of three years of newly introduced sanitary administra- 
tion. For proof of this I may refer to the statements in 
sanitary officers' reports — reports, be it observed, coming from 
difierent parts of the country, and drawn up by different 
men writing under every variety of local conditions and 
without common action of any kind. A deadlock such as 
I have described depends much more upon the inefficiency 
of the law than upon any mere administrative defects, and it 
will never be overcome until Parliament becomes thoroughly 
impressed with the importance of sanitary legislation, and 
prepared to deal with it in a spirit very different from that 
which it displayed in 1871^ and 1875. 

* On this subject see speech of Mr. Longe, Local Government Board Inspector, 
in Report of Sixth Poor Law (inference at Mahrem, 1876, p. 95 et seq. 
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BANBURY RURAL SANITARY DISTRICT. 



Population in 187 1 
Area . 



19,482. 
69,889 acres. 



1875. 



FIRST QUARTER. 






THIRD QUARTER. 




Total deaths 


III 


Total deaths 


79 


Deaths under 5 years . 


. 


33 


Deaths under 5 years . 


22 


SECOND QUARTER. 






FOURTH QUARTER. 




Total deaths 




86 


Total deaths 


79 


Deaths under 5 years . 




28 


Deaths under 5 years . 


20 


Total for the 


year 




365 




Ditto under 5 years 


103 






ist Quarter 


and Quarter 


3rd Quarter 


4th Quarter 


TOTAL 


Under 


Over 


Under 


Over 


Under 


Over 


Under 


Over 


Under 


Over 




5 years 


5 years 


5 years 


S years 


5 years 


Syears 


syears 



syears 



syears 


5 years 


Small-pox 














• 











Measles . 






















I 





I 





Scarlatina 
















I 








I 


I 


I 


Diphtheria, etc. 













I 


I 


I 








I 


2 


Whooping-cough 




3 





5 


I 


3 











II 


I 


Fever . 







4 





I 











3 





8 


Diarrhoea, etc. 




I 











4 





I 





6 





Cholera . 


































Erysipelas 






















I 





I 





Puerperal fever 







I 























I 


Pysemia 











2 










3 



4 





' 2 


Total . . 


4 


5 


5 


5 


9 


I 


21 


15 


Phthisis 


I 


1 





1 





10 


2 


3 


3 


27 


Bronchitis 


10 


14 


8 


9 





I 


I 


6 


19 


30 


Old age . 





II 





8 





10 





10 





39 


Inquests and deaths 






















not satisfactorily 






















accounted for 





6 





I 


4 


3 





4 


4 


14 
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Banbury Rural Sanitary District 



Inspectors — Mr. R. Barnes Austin — resigned Sept. 29. 
Mr. Hector Morrison. 



Extent of district 

Number of parishes 

Houses inhabited, about 

Houses newly built or building 

Houses demolished 

Number of nuisances reported by Inspector 

Number of nuisances abated . 

Number of nuisances unabated 

Houses closed as unfit for habitation 

Houses overcrowded 

Cases in which proceedings were taken 

Result of proceedings — 6 sustained, i dismissed. 



74,081 acres. 
52 
5029 

23 
13 

823 

631 

192 

3 

4 

7 
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BICESTER RURAL SANITARY DISTRICT. 



Population in 187 1 
Area . 



15,555. 
60,561 acres. 



1876. 



FIRST QUARTER. 






THIRD QUARTER 






Total deaths 




[08 


Total deaths 


, , 




34 


Deaths under 5 years . 


. 


25 


Deaths under 


syears. 


. 


II 


SECOND QUARTER 






FOURTH QUARTER 


, 




Total deaths . 


. 


83 


Total deaths 


, , 


, 


67 


Deaths under 5 years . 


• 


21 


Deaths under 


syears. 


• 


14 


Total for the 


year 






292 






Ditto under 5 y^ars . 


■• 


71 








ist Quarter 


! 
and Quarter 


3rd Quarter 


4ih Quarter 


TOTAL 


Under 


Over 


Under 


Over 


Under 


Over 


Under 


Over 


Under 


Over 




S years 


5 years 


5 years 



iyears 



syears 


i years 


syears 



syears 



3 years 


syears 


Small-pox 




















Measles . 
































Scarlatina 























I 





I 


Diphtheria, etc. 


I 











2 





I 





4 





Whooping-cough 


I 





I 

















2 





Fever . 











4 

















4 


Diarrhoea, etc. 


I 


I 


I 





I 








' 


3 


I 


Cholera . 
































Erysipelas 
































Puerperal fever 











I 











I 





2 


Pycemia 







I 



2 



5 










I 




1 

2 ! 








Total 


3 


3 





9 


8 


Phthisis 





7 





6 





4 





3 ! 





20 
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Inspector— Mr. C. Clements. 

The following is the Inspector's account of this district : — 

Extent of district 60,561 acres. 

Numher of parishes . . . . . . 36 

Houses in the district, about . . . .3050 

Number visited by Inspector, about . . . 2000 
Number reported as unfit for habitation ... 3 

Number closed on this account .... 3 

Number of nuisances reported . . 146 . 

Number remedied . . . . . . 138 

Eemaining unremedied ...... 8 

Cases in which proceedings were taken ... i 

In this instance the case was adjourned, and in the meanwhile 
the occupier of the premises complained of died. 

This district has been as a rule remarkably free from 
epidemic disease, but to this rule there has been one very 
remarkable exception. Of the four deaths referred to the head 
of * fever ' all were from typhoid, and three occurred in 
a single family. A shepherd with his wife and family, la 
children of various ages and both sexes, were living in a lone 
homestead in the parish of Ardley, perhaps half-a-mile from 
any other house. The house consisted of two sets of rooms 
with a sort of barn or cart-shed between them, viz. two living 
rooms with three bedrooms over on one side, and two more 
with two bedrooms over on the other. It appeared that the 
family had been in the habit of occupying the former only. 
The family were well-to-do, sober, cleanly people, and the 
house had nothing objectionable about it except the pump, 
which was close to the farm-yard and at no great distance 
from the privy. 

The two eldest daughters were away in service at two 
different houses in Chipping Norton. Of these, one was 
brought home in charge of the other very ill on or about 
April 20. Her disease turned out to be typhoid fever, and 
she died on April 29. When I visited the place on May 14 
I learned the above particulars, and I then found the mother, 
one son, and two daughters also ill with typhoid fever, but 



25 



II 

I 



apparently doing' well. In the lesult, however, the whole 
famHy, with the exception of the eldest daughter, took the 
disease, and the father and mother, of the respective ag^s of 
46 and 45, both died. In addition to these, a Sister of 
Mercy, who came to nurse the sick, also took the diseaee^ but 
recovered. 

The history of this remarkable outbreak of fever is unfor- 
tunately imperfect in one or two points. It is clexu* that it was 
imported into the place, that it spread from the one imported 
case throug'hout the family, and that it did not spread any 
further, I am strongly impressed with the notion also that 
it spread in this case by ordinary contagion, and not through 
the medium of the al vine dischargeSj but this is not clear. The 
family were careful and clean people, and they were attended 
by an able and judicious practitioner, whose directions, so far 
as I could learn by the most careful enquiry^ they w^ere 
scrupulous in carrying out: and from the time of his be- 
ginning to attend the first case, T am assured that all 
discharges from the sick were buried in the garden at a 
considerable distance from the house. Tlte water of the well 
was, when examined somewhat late in the outbreak, discovered 
to he bml, but it was placed at least 50 yards from the part 
of the garden referretl to, and was so extremely shallow that 
it is quit-e impossible that the bad quality of the water could 
be due to that cause. On the other hand, it was quite close 
to a farm*yard with a quantity of dry old manure in it^ and 
but a very few yards from the privy. The one point of 
possible infection from this source therefore lies in the chance 
that in the day or two which intervened between the arrival 
of the first -case at home and her being seen by the medical 
man, the discharges may have been thrown into the privy, 
and may have made their way from thence into the well. 
That they really did so I think highly improbable, and had 
they done so, I do not think there would have been so long an 
interval between the various subsequent attacks of illness as 
there actually was. 

This small localized outbreak of fever was, as I have saidj 
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clearly traceable in its origin to a single case sent home 
already very ill, so ill in fact that there was great difficulty in 
getting the patient home, and she died nine or ten days 
afterwards ; but, as usually happens in such cases, it proved 
quite hopeless to attempt to fix the responsibility of sending 
her upon anybody. 



Bicester Urban District. 

Inspector — Mr. A. Clements. 

The following is the Inspector's account of this district : — 

Extent of district 1,224 acres. 

Total number of hotises . . . . . 655 

Number inspected, not known. 

Number reported unfit for habitation ... i 

Closed as such o 

Nuisances reported 16 

Remedied 13 

Proceedings taken o 

During nearly the whole of the year all sanitary matters 
in this district have remained in the same condition as last 
year, waiting until the required legal arrangements should be 
made for combining the two local boards' districts of Bicester, 
and including the hamlet of Wretchwick. This was at last 
accomplished some time in the autumn, but by that time the 
whole sub-soil was completely water-logged in consequence of 
the heavy rains, and thus nothing was done. The inclusion 
of these districts has increased the extent of the district to 
3566 acres and the number of houses to 745. 
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CHIPPING NORTON RURAL SANITARY DISTRICT. 



Population in 187 1 
Area . 



17,296. 
68,480 acres. 
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Inspector — Mr. Richard Coopee. 

The following is the Inspector's account of this district :- — 

Total area of district ...... 68,480 acres. 

Number of parishes 34 

Total number of houses according to Census of 187 1 3130 
Total number built since the Inspector's appointment 

in 1873 85 

Total pulled down in the same period 33 

Total now existing . . . . .3182 

Number of houses inspected, about . . . 2514 

Number of visits, about . . .4500 

Houses reported as unfit for habitation ... 4 

Houses closed as such ...... o 

Number of nuisances reported . . . 1435 

Number abated ....... 973 

Cases in which proceedings were taken ... 3 

In each of these cases the order required was made and complied 
with. 

Many other trifling nuisances have been abated at the Inspector's 
suggestion without being reported. 

In this district, although many of the larger matters remain 
still to be done, and in particular the water-supply for Lea- 
field and for Charlbury are still unattended to, some progress 
is made in the direction of permanent sanitary improvement. 

As noticed in my previous Report, several landowners in 
this district have taken upon themselves the duty of supply- 
ing their villages with water. In addition to those whom I 
there enumerated, I may mention that the late Mr. Whitmore 
Jones supplied the village of Chastleton, and Major Bird that 
of Barton-on-the-Heath. Moreover, the Sanitary Authority 
has at my suggestion made use of a beautiful spring at the 
top of the village of Chilson to afford that village an ample 
and good water-supply. A similar process would at a very 
small cost supply portions of the villages of Milton and 
Chadlington, which are at present badly off for water. 

There was during the whole year remarkably little epidemic 
disease in this district. Some few cases of typhoid fever 
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were in almost every instance connected with the epidemic of 
that disease in the urban district to be presently noticed. 

The inspection in this district is very thorough, systematic, 
and efficient ; and I may observe in passing, that the plan 
adopted by this Authority, of associating the Relieving OflScers 
with sanitary work in the capacity of Assistant Inspectors, 
appears to me to be exceedingly good. Relieving OflScers 
are, from the nature of their own work, possessed of excep- 
tionally good opportunities for learning the condition of 
their districts, and it is a matter of the greatest importance 
to render this knowledge available for the purposes of sanitary 
administration ; and moreover, by giving them the position of 
Assistant Inspectors they are enabled in case of any emergency 
to turn their knowledge to account and act as the duly-com- 
missioned oflScer of the Sanitary Authority, without the dis- 
advantage of the delay which would result from the necessity 
of first communicating in all cases with the iDsjectors. 

Chipping Norton Urban District, 
Inspector — Mr. John Mace. 
Mr. Mace's account of his district is as follows : — - 

Extent of district 2453 acres. 

Total number of houses . . . .824 

Total visited by the Inspector . . . » .824 
Number reported as uufit for habitation ... o 

Number of nuisances reported 186 

Number remedied . . . . . 175 

Unremedied 11 

Cases in which proceedings have been taken . . 4 

Great improvement has taken place in the sanitary inspec- 
tion of this district since the appointment of Mr. Mace in 
August last. 

The district has unfortunately been visited by a severe 
epidemic of typhoid fever, which continued from August last 
until the close of the year. There came to my knowledge 
^^ cases of typhoid in this district, and doubtless a few more 
were not communicated to me. In all 16 deaths from this 
disease were registered in the latter half of 1875 ; and of these 
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s€ tlian 1 1 belong to the urban district, and 4 others are 
alstiiictly traceable to it. 

The commencement of this outbreak appears to date 
from the third week in Aug-ustj 1S75; and the last case 
of which I have heard took place in the second week of 
Fehmarj^j 1876. At the former date I was absent, and the 
place was visited for me bj Mr* Winkfield, who reported to 
the Town Council that the fever was in some way connected 
in his opinion with the bad condition of the water used in the 
town— a state of things noted in both my former Annual 
Reports. After my return early in September I visited the 
town several timea^ and careful investigations were made also 
by the recently appointed Inspector, Mr. Mace. The results 
of these inspections were to show in several instances highly 
probable or almost certain communication between various 
cesspools and the wells which formed the sources of the water- 
supply used in various parts of the town, and thus to corrobo- 
rate the evidence of three several analysts who were employed 
to examine samples of the water, and who were unanimoua 
in condemning it as unfit for drinking. 

It is worthy of note that the cases of fever were far more 
numerous in two localities in the town than elsewhere- 
These were (i) the part known as RockhiU, which is situated 
at the highest point of ground in Chipping Norton, at the 
north-east end of the town, and (2) on a much lower level 
at the west of the town, viz, in New Streetj and two turnings 
out of it known as King's Head Yard and Distin's Lane, In 
both these places the water was known to be bad, and that 
used in the second district was derived almost exclusively 
from a well in King's Head Yard, which had had the reputa- 
tion of being the best water in the town, but which analysis 
liad sho^Ti to contain a large amount of organic impurity, and 
which close investigation further proved to be situated very 
close to several sources of contamination. It is also note- 
worthy that in this district are a large number of cottages 
belonging to Messrs. Bliss and inhabited by their work- 
people, and which are in all respects admirably constructed, 
provided, and cared for* There was therefore no other condition 
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besides that of the water-supply which could help to account 
for the exceptional amount of fever in this part of the town. 
On the other hand, the Rockhill district, with a greater variety 
of other conditions, some of them less satisfactory, also had 
unwholesome water. 

The state of things being such as has now been described, 
the Council determined on Sept. a8 to avail themselves of a 
supply of water raised by Mr. Williams of the Reservoir Tavern, 
about a quarter of a mile out of the town, and to utilize this 
as far as was practicable. The quality of the water was good 
though hard, but the quantity limited, and its situation such 
that it could be brought at once by gravitation to the part of 
the town which I have spoken of as the New Street district, but 
not to the Rockhill district. This was accordingly done, and 
the new supply to the former district was laid on on Oct. ii. 

Up to this time there had been 14 cases in the New Street 
district, 12 cases in the Rockhill district, and 3 cases in the 
whole of the rest of the town. Within the next twelve 
days, i. e. up to Oct. 23, there occurred 4 more cases in 
the district supplied with the fresh water ; and it is to 
be observed that there is every reason to suppose that these 
had received the fever poison into their system before the 
change in the water-supply, since Dr. Murchison, the 
highest living authority on this subject, lays down from 
10 to 14 days as the ordinary period of incubation of 
typhoid fever. After that time only one case occurred in 
this district, in the person of a child who lived in a dirty little 
court known as Finsbury. This was a very slight case, and 
might have been picked up anywhere. I have since learned 
that much of the bad water remained in Finsbury more 
easily available than the good. Meanwhile, in the Rockhill 
district, where no new supply of water was available, and 
where all that the Council could do was to close some of 
the worst wells and permit the continued use of the others, 
15 cases occurred after Oct. 11, and in the rest of the town 
3. I am quite unaware of any condition in which the state 
of the New Street district differed after and before the dates 
specified other than that of the water-supply. 
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HENLEY RURAL SANITARY DISTRICT. 



Population in 187 1 
Area . 



18,200. 
61,569 acres. 



1875. 



PIBST QUAETEH. 

Total deaths . . . 124 
Deaths under 5 years . . 41 

SECOND QUARTER. 

Total deaths . . . 78 
Deaths under 5 years . . 18 


Third Quarter. 
Total deaths ... 68 
Deaths under 5 years . . 23 
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Deaths under 5 years . . 24 
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Inspector — Mr. G. Mattick. 

The following is the Inspector's account of this district : — 

Total number of parishes 24 

Total number of houses 41 44 

Number of houses visited by Inspector .... 1456 

Number of houses reported as unfit for habitation . . 4 

Of the one much improved, one pulled down, one closed, 
and the remaining one about to be closed. 

Total nuisances reported . . . . . . • i59 

Number of these remedied . . . . . .141 

Remaining unremedied . . . . . . . 18 

Legal proceedings taken i 

Adjourned, and in the meantime the object of the pro- 
ceeding otherwise attained. 

In this district several improvements have been initiated 
and one or two effected. Thus the Nettlebed pond has been 
much improved, and a well has been begun at Cane End. 

The bye-laws for Caversham have not yet been obtained, 
though their necessity is being daily demonstrated. 

An outbreak of smaJl-pox, which commenced in the Thame 
district (see below, p. 38), was extended to this early in May 
under somewhat remarkable circumstances. 

On April a8 a woman residing within the Union of Thame, 
just where it borders upon that of Henley, died, and was 
registered as dying of scarlet fever. Early in May three 
cases of acknowledged small-pox occurred in the neighbouring 
portion of the Henley Union in the persons of a lady who 
had visited the deceased woman, the nurse who had cl^rge of 
her, and the undertaker who placed her in the cofl&n. A 
fourth case afterwards occurred in the person of the woman 
who nursed the undertaker. None of these proved fatal, and 
as every precaution was taken no further spread of the disease 
took place. 

A local outbreak of typhoid fever occurred in a school at 
Watlington in April. Upon examination the arrangements 
in regard to drainage and water-supply were found to be far 

B 
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from satiafactoiy, the well being but 8 or 9 jrards from a looso 
cesspool and two foul common privies. The water in this 
ease^ however, did not prove on analysis to be decidedly unfit 
fot uee, a fact which appears to me to show how very much 
less permeable by sewage matter a chalk suh-soil is than 
one of either gravel or limestone rock. 

The drainage of Watlington is far from satisfactory. It is 
surface drainage like that of Thame and Bamptoti^ but much 
worse carried oat. I have reported upon it more than once, 
and at last a parochial committee has been appointed to 
consider whether any improvement can be made by flushing 
or otherwise. Up to the end of the year^ however, nothing 
had been done. 



Henley Urban Sanitary District 

Inspector — Mr. W, WraQ. 

The following is the Inspector's account of this district : — 

Total number of houses on Dec. 31,1874 . . , . 925 

Erected between that date aud Dec, 31,1^75 . , . 7 

Cottages demolished to make room for new ones now erect iBg 1 1 

Four inferior cottages have been converted into ... 2 

Number of houses viaited by laspector — not recorded, 

Ntmiber of honees reported as unfit for habitation . , o 

Number of nui&ancea reported ..*-.. 7 

Number abated or in course of abatement , , . , 6 

Various minor nuisances have been remedied without the intervene 

tiou of the Board, and many cottages cleansed and purified iu 

addition to the work being carried out by the Henley Cottage 

Improvement Association (Limited) will make a great addition 

to the sanitary fitne&s of the district, 

(Signed) William Wing, Sanitary Inspector^ 

In this district great improvements have been made- In 
particular^ the Cottage Improvement Association, referred to in 
the Inspector's report abovej has become possessed of a number 
of the very worst cottages on Wes^ Hill, and has replaced 
them by thoroughly good ones, In addition to this, under 
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the Oldens of the Board and through the agency of the 
Inspector several of the worst courts referred to in 1117 earlier 
Reports have been very greatly improvedj better drained, 
better paved, and kept eleaner. In point of fact the town of 
Henley is a good example of a place which prornises soon to 
arrive at the limit of the sanitary results which the present 
law is calculated to produce. The Local Board has shown 
no unwilUngneas to do what appears necessary within the 
limits required by the law, and the town is likely Boon to be 
in as good a condition as these require. But these limits 
it must he admitted are very narrow* So far as compelling 
the abatement of ordinary and recurring nuisances goes 
there h no great fault to be found, and merj represen- 
tation made by myself or by the Inspector is attended to. 
Nevertheless the to\\Ti has no water-works, is not drained, and 
contains a very considerable number of dwellings which no 
care can make wholesome. These last are being diminished, 
as above shown, by the efforts of private persons and of a 
private Association, but it must be evident that the results 
brought about by such means must always be slow, partial, 
and uncertain. The sanitary faults of Heidey are of the same 
kind as those of most other towns, and on the whole not very 
aggravated in degree. The supply of water is from wells in 
constant danger of pollution, but in the upper part of the 
town at any rate, as appears from analysis^ not yet very 
greatly pollut-ed. The drainage is for the most part into 
cesspools, A very considerable portion of the cottages are 
certainly bad, but they are for the most part so arranged 
with reference to their site that no considerable improvement 
could be produced in them by any procesa short of re- 
construction J and even if this extreme measure were taken^ 
at least one-third of those existing in the places to which 
I am referring could not be re- constructed for want of proper 
space. In Henley, therefore, what the thorough-going eani- 
tary reformer has to face is the necessity, before you can got 
clean, well-constructed, well-drained and ventilated cottiigcs, 
of confiscating property wholesale and diminifihing the cottage 

n a 
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accommodation by from 25 to 35 per cent. It would be hard 
to blame a Local Board for hesitating to face such an issue as 
this, even if the law gave them the power to do so, which as 
a fact it does not do. 

An incident which occurred during the autumn of last year 
will serve to illustrate these remarks. An influential resident 
in the neighbourhood of Henley, Col. Makins, M.P., made 
a complaint to the Local Government Board that certain 
houses (amongst them the four mentioned in the Inspector's 
report) were unfit for habitation. The Local Government 
Board forwarded the complaint to the Henley Local Board, 
and the latter wrote to me on the subject, enquiring how it 
happened that these cottages were not mentioned in my 
reports to them. I was able to reply that I was well 
acquainted with the houses, which were wooden structures, 
very small, ill-ventilated, and not drained at all, but that 
they had been purposely omitted from my report because 
there were so many worse ones in the town which had been 
already reported but which could not be efficiently dealt 
with. Colonel Makins' intervention was productive of good 
eficcts in this instance, inasmuch as these four wretched 
dwellings have been converted into two very tolerable 
cottages, but by what exact process these results were 
produced I am unable to say. I presume it must have been 
by persuasion and not compulsion, as 1 am unable to imagine 
any principle, whether of law or equity, which could compel 
the owners of these cottages to improve them while the others 
to which I have referred are left practically unaltered. 
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THAME RURAL SANITARY DISTRICT. 



Population in 187 1 

Area (including Urban District) 



15.305- 
54,997 acres. 



1875. 
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Inspector — Mr. H. Morris. 

The following" is the Inspector's account of this district : — 

Number of houses visited 

Reported as unfit for habitation 

Closed as such ..... 

Number of ijuisances reported . 

Number of nuisances remedied 

Number of nuisances remaining unremedied 

Remedied without being reported 

Cases in which proceedings were taken 

Number of new houses built 



2307 
I 

o 

147 
130 

17 

327 

o 

17 



In March an outbreak of small-pox occurred in the 
parishes of Chalgrove and Haseley, from the former of which 
it spread, as has been noticed above (p. 33), into those of 
Cuxham and Britwell in the Henley Union. 

The circumstances of this outbreak are worthy of notice, 
as showing how impossible it is as society is now constituted 
in England to deal satisfactorily with epidemic disease. 
There is no disease of the kind which is, or ought to be, so 
completely within our control as small-pox. Its extremely 
dangerous character, and the almost abject terror of it which 
generally prevails, render people • more amenable to rule in 
regard to it than to other diseases, and, together with the 
almost complete protection from it which proper vaccination 
secures to us, ought, one would suppose, to render an epidemic 
of small-pox a thing unknown among us. Notwithstanding 
all this however it does every now and then break out, and 
generally, as I believe, when this happens, its spread is 
traceable to the fact that the law at present takes no 
adequate security for proper information being given of its 
first occurrence. 

In the present case the origin of the disease could not be 
ascertained; but the first case was in the person of a travelling 
pig-dealer, and it is clearly ascertained that he had been ill 
for about a fortnight, during which time the nature of his 
illness was either mistaken or concealed, and consequently no 
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precaationi^ were taken; and, as might naturally be expected, 
tke next two cases which occurred were in the persons of the 
first patient's mother and a friend who had visited him in 
entire ignoranoe of the nature of his malady. Full reports 
were made in writing at the time both to the Thame Runil 
Sanitar}^ Authority and to the Local Government Board, it 
is therefiire nnnecessaiy to repeat them in detail in this place. 

In this district several structural improvements of srjme 
importance have been taken in hand. Tims three wells have 
been dug at Ickfordj with a view to supplying the great 
deficiency of water at that place. 

Great complaints having been made of the stench arising 
from the drains and gully-holes at Brill, it has been deter- 
mined to take advantage of an offer from Mr. Parsons of the 
use of a well on his ground near the summit of the hill, and 
to construct an apparatus for flushing them« 



Thame Urban Sanitary District 

Inspector — Mr, H, Moeeis. 

The following is the Inspector's account : — 

Number of liouses visited . , * . . .318 
Reported unfit for habitation ....,* o 

Number of nuisances reported , , . . . * 73 
Number of nuisances remedied . . . . 65 

Namber of nuisances remaining unremedied ... 8 

Bemedied without bcLag reported . . ♦ . .313 
Cases in which pniceedinga have been tjaken . , . i 

Result of proceedings , . . , . . Coiivtctiou. 
Number of new houses built 9 

For a length of time complaints have been made of the 
drainage of Park Street in this district. This drainage is 
into an open gutter, which is not so well laid as some others, 
and has extremely little fall; in addition to this, several of 
the houses have wells almost close to their privies and not 
far from the drains, in which there can be no reasonable doubt 
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that the water is bad. In addition to this, it is to be observed 
that the drainage all goes ultimately into the pond at the top 
of the town, a receptacle quite unfit for the purpose. In the 
autumn a gentleman living in this street died of typhoid 
fever. 

One of the outfalls of the sewage of Thame is into a water- 
course known as Bate-Leys Ditch. This had, from its neg- 
lected condition, the width of the channel, and the consequent 
slowness of the flow, given rise to a great nuisance. This has 
been dealt with by the Board, and a great improvement has 
followed. The outfall near the bridge remains in its former 
unsatisfactory condition. 



Wheatley Urban Sanitary District 
Inspector — Mr. H. Morris. 

The following is the Inspector's report : — 

Number of bouses visited 83 

Reported unfit for habitation o 

Number of nuisances reported . . . . . . 41 

Number of nuisances remedied . . . . . . 38 

Number of nuisances remaining unremedied ... 3 

Remedied without being reported . . . . . 27 

Cases in which proceedings were taken .... i 

Result of proceedings Conviction. 

Number of new houses built 2 

This little district maintains its generally satisfactory 
character. The water-supply to the small portion of it 
known as Blenheim has been completed, and, so far as I am 
informed, is found to be satisfactory. The outlying hamlet 
of Littleworth should be provided with a similar supply. 
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WITNEY RITUAL SANITARY DISTRICT. 



Population in 187 1 

Area (including Urban District) 



22,905. 
69,759 acres. 



1875. 



FIRST QUARTER. 

Totaldcaths . . . 153 
Deaths under 5 years . . 41 

SECOND QUARTER. 

Total deaths . . . 125 
Deaths under 5 years . . 46 


THIRD QUARTER. 

Total deaths . . .105 
Deaths under 5 years . . 42 

FOURTH QUARTER. 

Total deaths . . . 114 
Deaths under 5 years . . 39 


Total for the year . . . 497 
Ditto under 5 years . . . 168 




ist Quarter 


and Quarter 


3rd Quarter 


4th Quarter 


TOTAL 


I'^nder 
S years 





4 
6 


I 





II 


Over 
S years 

I 



4 

I 
I 



I 


8 


Under 
5 years 




3 

7 



I 



II 


Over 
5 years 




I 




I 



2 


Under 
5 years 





10 


4 

I 



15 


Over 
5 years 




I 


I 
2 

I 



5 


Under 
S years 



I 

2 

I 





4 


Over 

5 years' 






2 



I 


3 


Under 
S years 




I 

7 

25 

6 

2 
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Over 
5yea^ 

I 


i 

5 

I 

4 
2 

2 
2 


18 


Small -pox 
Measles 
Scarlatina 
Diphtheria, etc. 
Whooping-cough 
Fever . 
Diarrhoea, etc. 
Cholera . 
Erysipelas 
Puerpeml fever 
Pyaemia . 




Total . 


Phtliisis . 

Bronchitis 

Old age. 

Inquests and deaths 
not satisfactorily 
accounted for 




10 



5 


15 
12 

5 


I 

5 



5 


II 

14 

9 

I 


' 6 

3 ! 3 
j 10 

4 


I 


3 


7 

13 
10 

5 


2 

23 


13 


39 
45 
41 

15 
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Inspector— Mr. Jaspek Taylor. 

The following is the Inspector's account of this district : — 

Total area of district . . . . 69,759 acres. 

Number of parishes . . . . 42. 

Total number of houses in district in 187 1 . . .4824 
Built or in building, 1873-5 119 



4943 
Pulled down 55 



4888 

Number visited by Inspector in 1875, about . . .4260 
Number of visits by Inspector in 1875, about . 7924 

Number of houses reported unfit for habitation . . i 

Number of houses closed as such i 

Number of nuisances reported, omitting a large number of 

trivial nuisances dealt with without reporting, about 783 

Number abated, about 591 

Number unabated or not yet re-inspected . . . . 192 
Cases in which proceedings have been taken ... 2 

Result of proceedings : — (a) an overcrowding case ; order made 
to abate and complied with : (b) a drainage nuisance ; order 
made and not complied with ; owner re-summoned and order 
again made ; with this he promises to comply, but meanwhile 
does nothing, but keeps the house void. 

The Inspector appends the following note to his report — 

* In this district a great improvement is everywhere mani- 
fest in the habits of the rural inhabitants, who seem to 
understand and bear in mind that somebody, to wit the 
Inspector, is always on the look-out, and will interfere if 
premises are not kept decent as far as possible. The Inspector 
now being better established in and better acquainted with 
his district than he could possibly be at first, not only 
regularly employs what time he can in house to house 
visitations, but also overlooks all sanitary matters occurring 
in his district, much in the same way as do the Surveyors of 
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Urlmn Authorities, particularly mivking" his Board acquainted 
with all casos needing public works of drainage^ wak^r-supply, 
&c. In this way gome five or six plans are already prepared 
for anpplying as many villages with water, and a drainage- 
seheme is in preparation for the most important village in 
the district. These are all much-nseded works; but befoi"e 
being executed or carried out, each scheme will have to " run 
the gauntlet** lietwcen the ranks of gi'eat opponents to all 
expenditure. Probably it will be a far distant day that will 
see all obstacles to such improvements overcome in country 
parishes, where only one or two voices naturally carry so 
ranch weight/ 

There is scarcely a word in this note which 1 cannot fully 
endorse. It expresses the conclusions to which a thoroughly 
practical worker in sanitary matters must be led by his 
experience of sanitary work under the existing system. 

There is but little to report upon specially in this distriet 
during the year 1875, The extraordinary amount of i-ainfall 
has rather enconi*agcd authorities to put off the evil day of 
spending money on water-supply^ and the Ramsden work 
referred to in my foi-mer Report has been for the time 
discontinued. 

One or two matters, however, in relation to epidemic 
disease are worthy of especial notice, 

(r) With regard to the epidemic of diphtheria which, 
occurred at Aston and Coate towards the close of 1874, and 
continued during the early part of 1875, two particulars 
especially invite attention. 

(r/) From some time in October 1874, when I investigated 
and reported on several cases of diphtheria in these villages, 
I heard no more of them until about the middle of January 
1875, when, hearing of more eases, 1 went there again. 
Upon careful enquiry I found reason to suspect that the place 
had never been entirely free from the disease, and the 
following account will serve to show both the extreme 
difficulty which there is in tracing such matters out in 
country places, and also the utter impossibility of adequately 
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guarding against their spread with the weapons which the 
law at present puts into the hands of authorities and their 
officers. I went into a cottage at Aston where the Inspector 
had heard that a hoy was ill. The sick child was found in 
the sitting-room, which was a very small one, and in the 
same room were its mother and two other women sitting at 
dinner. On enquiry it turned out that these women worked 
hard by, and were in the habit daily of dining at this cottage. 
Both were mothers of large families, and both, on being 
questioned, told us that they had lately had children laid up 
with sore throat, but that they had not been very bad, and 
had not seen the doctor. Now given these conditions in 
regard to a given disease, (i) that it is capable of transmission 
by fomites, (2) that infection from a mild case may produce 
it in its most fatal form, — both of which are generally 
admitted, — ^and I maintain that you have in such a set of 
circumstances as 1 have just detailed clear proof of the 
impossibility, as we are now situated, of ' stamping out,' as it 
is called, a disease of the kind. In this instance all the 
means in the power of the Sanitary Authority were adopted 
and carried out by the Inspector with the utmost care. It 
happened also that there was an empty cottage in the place, 
into which the Inspector was able to remove the inhabitants 
of infected houses during the process of disinfection. In due 
time the epidemic passed off, but not until eight fatal cases 
had occurred. 

[b) The water in this district is in many cases very bad, 
and in the two houses at Aston where it was examined 
proved to be extremely so. The soil being loose river gravel, 
and the level very low during the wet season of the winter of 
1874-5, it was quite water-logged, and whatever impurities 
existed in it were easily washed into the wells. 

(2) At Ramsden in this district* occurred the only two cases 
of real typhus which I have met with since my appointment. 
The first occurred in the person of a young woman who had 
clearly contracted it in London, and the second in that of her 
sister who had nursed her. Both recovered. 
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(3) Another case worthy of notice occurred in the course of 
a long but generally mild epidemic of scarlatina, which took 
place in the villages of Stanton HarcQurt and Sutton during 
the autumn. In a wretched house in the latter village, very 
damp and dirty, and consisting only of two rather large 
rooms one over the other, there lived a man with five children 
and a wife, the latter almost daily expecting her confinement. 
There also came to stay with them another woman — who was 
to nurse the wife — with a little girl eight years of age. 
Several days afterwards the last-mentioned child was attacked 
with scarlatina, and all the party remained in the house. 
Shortly afterwards, while the child was in the desquamating 
stage, its mother quarrelled with her hosts and was turned 
out, and then went with the child into a house in another 
village where there was a family of children. I laid this 
matter before the Board, and they at once declined to pro- 
secute the woman, the magistrates present one and all saying 
that they would decline ^ convict in such a case since it was 
clear that the woman ' must go somewhere.' I feel no doubt 
but they were right, but the case is nevertheless a striking 
instance of the practical diflSculties which lie in the way of 
any eflScient measures for checking the spread of infection. 
It is further worthy of notice as a curious coincidence, that 
as a matter of fact the disease did not spread in either of the 
two families into which the mother and child imported it, 
and her first hostess passed through her confinement without 
mischance of any kind. 



Witney Urhan Sanitary District, 

Inspector — Mr. Andeews. 
The following is the Inspector's Report : — 



Area of district 


182.^ acres 


Total number of houses .... 


641 


Visited during the year, about 


400 


New houses erected .... 


2 


Reported unfit for habitation 
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Number of nuisances reported • . . . . 6 

Number abated 6 

Cases of overcrowding -^ • • • . • 2 

Proceedings taken i 

Many cases have been inspected and abated without being reported. 

The improvement within the town of Witney, arising from 
the prolongation of the outfall sewer known as Gunns-hole, 
proves to be very great. From the central part of the town 
where the sewer conmiences, and where previously many 
grievous complaints were made, I now receive none. The 
new sewer is kept admirably flushed by a contrivance which 
admits water into it from the river just as it passes under the 
bridge. 

Ojae part of the town however, viz. Corn Street, gets no 
advantage from this improvement, as the new outfall takes 
place above the point at which the water-course (known as 
Emms-ditch) crosses this thoroughfare, and thus there is still 
a most objectionable effluvium. It is also to be feared that 
the nuisance to the neighbouring portion of the rural district 
has been by no means diminished, possibly even increased by 
the same means which have so greatly improved the town. 

It is to be observed that the boundaries of the urban and 
rural districts of Witney are very unsatisfactorily drawn, 
inasmuch as several places belong to the rural district which 
are to all intents and purposes as much portions of the town 
of Witney as any part that is officially included in it. 
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WOODSTOCK RURAL SANITARY AUTHORITY. 



Population in 1871 
Area 



14,070. 
46,864 acres. 



1875. 



FIKST QUARTER. 






THIRD QUARTER. 




Total deaths 


no 


Total deaths 


. 


70 


Deaths under 5 years . 




30 


Deaths under 


5 years . 


38 


SECOND QUARTER. 






FOURTH QUARTER. 




Total deaths 


, 


61 


Total deaths 


. . 


58 


Deaths under 5 years . 


• 


13 


Deaths under 


5 years . 


21 


Total for the 


year 






299 




Ditto under 5 years 




102 






i8t Quarter 


and Quarter 


3rd Quarter 


4tli Quarter 


TOTAL 


Under 


Over 


Under 


Over 


Under 


Over 


Under 


Over 


Under 


Over 




5 years 



S years 



S years 


S years 


S years 



S years 



S years 



5 years 



S years 


5 years 


Small-pox 














Measles . 
































Scarlatina 





I 








1 





I 





2 


I 


Diphtheria, etc. 


T 





4 


I 


I 





I 





7 


1 


Whooping-cough . 


2 











2 











4 





Fever . 























I 





I 


Diarrhoea, etc. 


I 


I 





I 


3 


I 


I 





5 


3 


Cholera . 
































Erysipelas 


I 


2 











I 


I 





2 


3 


Puerperal fever 





I 

















I 





2 


Pyeemia 









4 




2 



7 



2 




4 




2 








Total 


5 


5 


20 


II 


Phthisis 


I 


4 





5 


I 6 


^ 


2 


18 


Bronchitis 


9 


12 


2 


6 


6 2 


2 


7 


IQ 


27 


Old age . 





II 





7 





3 





5 





26 


Inquests and deaths 






















not satisfactorily 






















accounted for 


3 


3 











5 


2 ! I 


5 


Q 




26 G 
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Inspector — Mr. Hewlett. 
The following is the Inspector's account of this district : — 

Number of parishes in the district 34 

Total number of houses 3074 

Number visited, upwards of ..... . 2400 

Number reported as unfit for habitation .... 9 

Number closed as such ....... 9 

Total number of nuisances rejmi'ted . . . . '547 

Total number of these remedied, about . . -450 

Total number remaining unremedied . . . . 97 

Number of new housscs built ...... 6 

Cases ui which proceedings have been taken . . . 6 

Orders were obtained in each case and nuisances since abated. In 
one case the work was done by the Sanitaiy Authority and the 
cost recovered. Proceedings were taken in two cases against 
persons for having exposed for sale articles of food which were 
unsound and unfit for human food, in both eases successfully. 

The sanitary work in this district has been, on the whole, 
very well done. In addition to what appears in the above 
report of the Inspector, a large amount of improvement has 
taken place in the worst cottages in the district in respect of 
cleansing, ventilating, and improving the privy accommoda- 
tion ; and several public wells or springs have been improved 
and protected from pollution. Scavengers have also been 
appointed for the town of Deddington and the village of 
Wolvercot. The latter village, in many respects the worst 
place in the Union, has been a good deal improved ; but a 
good deal still remains to be done. Much of the cottage 
accommodation in this place, and also at Westcot Barton, is 
far from what it should be, and though a good deal has been 
done, much still remains to do in the town of Woodstock. 

In June several fatal cases of diphtheria occurred in Wolver- 
cot. This appears to me to be almost always connected with 
bad sanitary conditions, and more particularly with the use 
of impure water. The description given of the condition of 
W^olvercot in my previous Reports will serve to show that this 
case is no exception. See First Report, pp. 47-8. 
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